BJU brings fire to ‘Il Trovatore’
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Bob Jones University's
“Il Trovatore” (“The Trou-
bador™), which opened
Thursday evenmmg in Rode-
heaver Auditorium, is so
electrifying at times that
one 15 apt to forgive any
shortcomings in this new
production of Verdi's tre-
mendously challenging op-
Erd.

Let'sbe upfront about its
stromgest asset: the fiery
performance by mezzo-so-
prano Mary Phillips as the
gypsy Azucena, who raised
the troubadour of the title
as her son.

With her powerful and
radiant  voice, Fhillips
makes this a riveting pro-
duction whenever she takes
the stage.

The famously complex
and admittedly melodra-
matic plot of “TlI Trovatore"

centers on 4 love triangle:
Both the troubadour Manri-
co and the Count di Luna
seek the hand of the beaut i
fullady-in-waiting Leonora.

Manrico and the Count
possess a murderous rage
toward each other even
though, unbeknownst to
both, they e brothers.

Azucena, meanwhile,
lomgs to avenge her mot her,
burned at the stake before
her eves. When Phillips, as
Azucena, narrates the sto-
ry's horrific background,
aided by a BJU film crew's
gripping viden projections,
the opera becomes spell
binding. Phillips is one of
four puest artists cast in the
principal roles.

To be sure, this produc-
tion, updated to 19th centu-
ry Spain, boasts other
strengths. Soprano Laguita
Mitchell sings Leonora with
g lustrous, expressive
volce, shinmg particularly
in her Act IV aria “D'amor
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sull'ali rosee."”

The resonant and stento-
rian baritone Mark Walters
contributes a forceful por-
traval of the Count. Walters
sings with fierce pusto but
also offers a suave account
of the Count's Ivrical “Tl ba-
len del suo sorriso.”

Tenor James Thavlor, as
Manrico, has a nicely fo-
cused voice but sounds like
he would be more at home
singing Mozart, Taylor of-
ten lacks the requisite heft
and thrust to penetrate Ver-
di's thick orchestral tex-
tures. But Tavlor, after all,
has the unenviable task of
tackling one of opera’s most
daunting roles.

BJU staff and students
serve in supporting roles
and as the chorus, BJU mu-
sic and voice instructor Da-
vid Parker is a solid Ferran-
do.

The huge BJU chorus,
meanwhile, produces some
plorious sounds throughout
the opera, delivering a won-
derfully ravcous “Anvil
Chorus.”

Darren P Lawson's stage
direction 15 clean and effi-
cient.  Jeffrey Stegall's
steeland-concrete  indus-
trial set seems quite appro-
priate for Verdi's dark and
dramatically potent trage.-
dy.

. Stanley Eby conducts
atight and well-shaped per-
formance with brisk tem-
pos. Eby draws penerally
polished and rhythmically
precise playving from the
BJT student orchestra.

One more performance
remains, toright at 8 pom., of
BIU's “Il Trovatore." For
more information, call 864-
7r0-1372.

W Read Paul Hyde's artsblog
under *Entertainment” at
greemvilleonline com.



